
CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRAM
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

I. Inquiry, Submittal

a, Proiect Title and ADnlica~ ~
Walnut Creek Watershed Riparian, Fisheries and Water Quallty Enhancement
Program; Urban Creeks Council (UCC); Laurel Marcus: 510-531-3101; Pare
Romo: 510-939-8979; Beth Stone: 510-540-6669.

b. Project Descri0ti_o9 and Primary Bin_l_o i" liEc 1 ’e    "¢
Develop an enhancement program lbr the Walnut Crock Watershed-one of the
largest tributaries to Sttisun Bay and one with a run of steethead. The program
will address restoring instream and shaded tiverine aquatic habitats. "[’he
program will address stressors such as hydro_~raph alteradtms including removal
of fish migration barriers; ~hannel fol"m changes involving riparian vegetatinu
restoration, erosiun control education and cooling water temperatures
steelbead; ~ including water quality monitmiug and assessment;
~e~r~taOJ2ft! including removal of non-native plants and
reestablishing natives: !a~d. usp-~ involving preserving habitat on
private land, educating and assisting Meal government in protecting natural
habitats and preserving core riparian areas as amenities.

c. / h 1
The Walnut Creek watershed program last for two years and will focus on
community based, local efforts to restore biological values and fishery habitat
to this urban system. The l~rogram weu~d include: I) develop a model prograar
to remove exotic plants along the many tributary streams in this large system
and replant natives in coordination with property owners, youth groups and
community ~rganizatio~as; 2) survey the creeks and enhance fish habitat; 3)
implement a water quality and temperature monitoring program in conjunctina
with youth and community groups; 4) create a local group to analyze
development and flood control methods m order to: increase habitat restoration,
implement the existing plan (Wcflnut Creek Channel Recreation
Reveeetatien Proiectl to revegetate the main creek chalmel and remove fish
barriers, reduce soft erosion and creek ohamlelization during development, and
reduce maintenance dredging of the channel.

d. Justific;ation for Proiect and Fundin~ by CALEED
This project will address many of the stressors identified by CALPED in a
comprehensive mannar in a major urban watershed. The project is community-
based and will involve local government, youth groups and community groups.
Involving the commuaSty helps to educate urban people on the need for
restoration and water quality improvements for fish. The project will serve as a
model for addressing habitat issues in urban systems; the Walnut Creek
Watershed still supports a steelheed run and could support more fish.

e. B~s.and Third Panv tmvacts
Total Cost Estimate: $500,000; Request from CALFED: $400,0~30
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TlaJrd parties ~re supportive of this project. Contra Costa Cotmty Board of
Supervisors accepted the Walnut Creek Channel R~_~ttio~d Revegeta~inn
_P_ro~Lt in 1993, yet few of the recommendations have been implemented. The
Shell Oil Spill Litigation Settlemant Trustees allocated $100,0{t0 for a fish
ladder to be bruit on Walnut Creek. Contra Costa County Flood Control has
been an active participant on the Technical Advisory Committee for the ~
Creek Channel Recreation and Revegetation Pro.iect: their future role in
providing for flood pro’teotinn will be balanced with protective measures for
listed species (steethead trout).

f. &p~li_e ~.t ~
Urban Creeks Council, formed in 1983, is a state-wide grass-roots 501(c)3
community organization with more than 30 affiliates and chapters throughout
the state. UCC provides leadership to numerous groups and individuals with
a~ interest in preserving, pre:ecting, restoring and enhancing riparian habitat in
a variety of settings. The UCC provides services such as: project management,
professional restoration tours and workshops, teclmical assistance, comanuni~y
~utreach and education progrsrns, coordination of citizen m~aitoring projcctz,
in-stream restoration, bank stabilization and revegetation projeclz, and
restoration training for eomraunity mad youth groups. UCC contracts with
professional specialists in such fields as: hydrolegy and fisheries.

Monitorin~ and Data Evaluation
Urban Creeks Council works in collaborativo agreements with government
agencies, other eon~munity groups and wire hired contractors to conduct
monitoring, data collection and data evaluation. Specialists will be wo~klng in
conjunction with UCC to develop standards ~br dma collection and monitoring.

h. Lo_c_ai Suppo~’Coordlnatinn with other Pro~rams/Comoafibilitv with
CALF--.
Walnut Creek and its surrounding watet’shed has a very high profile. A is
located in a dense urban a~ea, has been primarily managed as a flood control
channel, and yet has an impressive population of steelhead which persist in
attempting to migxate back to historic headwaters. Media attention has focused
on this concern, as shown ~n recent news articles. (See attachments). A Master
Plan developed by the City of Walnut Creek provides for local recreational
amenities, restoration and revegetation i~ kgy segments of the creek.
Community volunteers have turned out in record numbers to participate in
revegeta~ian events. The project is compatible with CALFED objectives to
reduce conflicts in the Bay Delta Ecosystem, focus on high r~sk species,
improve habitats and provide broad benefits. The proposed water~hed project
addresses the restoration of habitat within an urban watershed for steelhead
trout, which will be listed as endangered in August. Tb.is program will previde
broad benefils Ibr all the urbanizing areas ~n this region, protect haln~at and
endangered species while educating and involving the eomrnunity and local
~overnment in the protection effort.

I --007481
1-007481



Walnut Creek fish
it risk of death
~r~m heatstroke
’L~!~ ~/z~[~ Walnut Creek basin

tooling throughoul the Walnut
eek ba~irt ~epofl fatally high wa-



Volunteers to aid spunky fish living in hostile waters
Game.



County to put new life in dirty creek
Agencies figuring how
to return Walnut Creek
channel to natural state
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Channel plan includes tra~s, native plants



Urban Creeks Going blatura|

Urban Creeks Going Natural -- Concrete Is Out

~-~,,~,~--,~ ~o,~ ~A
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~reek maintenance
plan brings protests
Environmentalists,
county" officials say
they deserve a voice
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Creek dredging.
approval likely
reader new plan
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Idea to Restore
Namesake
Of the Town
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